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The Sloan’s Valley Cave Systen
Five-Year Update

Ma

Continuing a survey started by the
Bluegrass Grotto (Lexington, KY) David
Beiter (H#S39523) resided for several years
in the town of Sloan's Valley, XY from
1968-1970. Since some Central Ohio Grotio
members were at that time. actively :explor-
ing the syStem, it was to be expected

that. they would be interested in the

"~ project. Beiter provided instruction in
surveying and spent much time processing
the data on UK's computer. Solo Dave
did considerable solo mapping during the
period of low lake elevation in late 1969.
Major rarticipants from COG included
Lou Simpson, Ken Smith, Bill Walden,
Jack Sigafooe, and Tom Cottrell. Blue-
grass Grotto members mapped passages in
the Post Office section. Graduzlly the
basic outline of the cave system took
shape, Such a long-term project trans-
formed the Central Ohio Grotto into a
group with a purpose. Survey trips
several times a month involved most
grotto neombers.

Beiter temporarily lost inierest
in the project in late 1970 and turned
all the data over to Lou Simpson, who
quickly assembled a map from the hitherto
inaccessable data and delivered a paper
on the oroject at the 1971 NSS Convention.
He was cetermined that future explorers
nouldf?ind it necessary to resurvey the
cave sirply because this work was not
preservec., Beiter opposed the map‘s
publication on censervation greounds.

General Cutline of the System
Slcan’s Valley Cave System consists

of, like many systems, several discrete
units which are connected together.
A total of 17 entrances are known,
includingz the River entrance, now sub-
merged by man-made Lake Cumberland.
(See appendix 1) The discussion of the
cave will follow the following general
outline:
‘A. Minton Hollow

1. Left Cave

2, Kiddle Cave and Martin Creek

3. REight Cave (The Big Passage)
B. Railroad Tunnel 19

by Lou Simpson

C. Grand Central Spagt
1. Sereaming Willi
2 e Saﬂ?’liﬂg Tom

3. Garbage Pit
D, Eastern section

1. Big Room
2, Post Office
3. Great Rock Sin

Histogz
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of ths town of Sloan's
US 27 mark the former or
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level later,

Al Geiser (NSS636¢
sociates mapped nearl
the cave system in 16
relatively crude met!
the line map they p ]
sembles the map publi
had no sketched outline
published his work, planni
to try to purchase the ¢
mexrcialize it.

eax

1Jillson, Willard, Geolc

Cave, Frankfort, K7
2palias Hammond, person:



COG SQUEAKS

Lake Cumberland was 1npouhded following

the completion of Wolfe Creek Dam in 1950.
Its. effect on the cave was devastating.
The greater part of the cave from Garbage
Pit to the lake is periodically flooded or
inaccessable except during periods of

low lake elevation. Lower levels in the
Grand Central Spaghettl and even parts

of Rajilroad Tunnel and the Big Passage
are also affected in this way. During

the fall, when the Army Corpe of Engineers
deliberately lowers the lake elevation,
these flooded levels are accessable, but
quite muddy and unattractive., Currently
there is a project costing the taxpayer
tens of millions of dollars to save the
dam, In 1968, scarcely two decades since
completion of the dam, there was a ma jor
leak, The method of constructing a 2000~
foot overlapping concrete curtain along
the earthen pertion of the dam is exper-
imental at best, The "normal” pool ele-
vation is said to be 723 feet on the topo-
graphic mape. In practice, the level
varies from 740 to 680. During the cur-
rent construction, lower levels, in the
690's generally, have been maintained.

Descriﬂion of the Cave System

A, Minton Hollow

Entrances: The main entrance in
Minton Hollow ig ten feet wide and fif-
teen feet high, A small hole at the right
cornexr of this entrance leads to a cone
nection farther in, Five hundred feet
down the hollow is a sinkhole which fills
with water during flash floods. To the
south of this is a narrow canyon entrance
called Left Cave, An overlow tube con-
nects the Left Cave complex with the
large passages inside the main Minton
entrance,

1; Left Cave -

Two confusing mazes of passages
are featured in Left Cave. While parts
of this section indicate pooling during
flood, there are definitely safe, dry
levels throughout. Water has been observed
standing in the overflood passage con-
necting to main Minton, and debris ob-
served beyond this in Left Cave indicates
this level can be reached by flood waters.
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Pig's Doom Crawl got its name when
Dave Beiter's pig exploded during the
survey. The barrel-shaped cross secticn
created the impression of a loud cannon.
Dave recovered and solo mapped this watery
belly=crawl, shouting back the data to -
the note-taker. He did not reach the
end and neither has anyone else ever tried
again,

The Cricket proto-entrance, aa
area reached by going through a pool with
a foot of alr, must be near ihe surface
because Dave Beiter and Lou Simpson heard
crickets chirping through the breakdown.
Also found here was a dead snake. The
surface above it is on the land of a
hostile owner, however, so it was never
checked. -

Ewers'® Loop is named for Ralph
Ewers, Cincinnati speleologist who con-
ducted biological studies there once.

In a remote corner of Left Cave,
Ken Smith and Lou Simpson found a fiash
bulb in what was though to be virgin cave,
Perhaps it got there by means of an ani-
mal,

Thexre is much surface deiris, in-
cluding large logs, at the ends of the
large passages to the left of the sign
in Minton. This must come in through
Walden's Water Passage, which is thought
to have a siphoned lead at its midpoint,
The sign was installed by COG in 1972 to
warn cavers of the danger of flooding and
to teach conservation,

2, Middle Cave and Martin C—eek

Middle Cave refers to two large
loops., Bats are sometimes found in the
right tranch of the first loop. The
second loop is accessable through a nar-
row, wet crevice called "The slot" or
by a tricky breakdown route nearby.
There is a large room called "Midale
Cave Room and a foemation area which has
a six-foot slender stalactite and a
large white cone surrounded by a re-
flecting pool, called "The Great White
Cone.” Another speleothem featured is
named "Snow White and the 24 Dwarves,"”
a parody on the names of formations in
commercial caves, The southwest side
of the second loop is a very high canyon.
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The connection between Middle
Cave and Martin Creek is a law gza¥ed
belly crawl three hundred feet long.
This leads to the Sandbar Room, be-
yond which it is only possible to go
upstream when the weather has been
very dry. All downstream leads seem
“to be permanent siphons. There are two
places upstream where the air space is
less than a foot at best and the depth
of the water is six feet or more in
these places. After this the cave opens
up into a stream canyon with only a
few deep spots. A side lead connects
by a vertical route to the Dry Weather
Entrance, mapped by Beiter in 1971,
Its name is supposed to imply that the
weather should be dry when one enters
it.

The three Martin Creek entrances
are all together at the end of a field.
Flood water enters the left twe. Five
hundred feet upstream from the junction
with the entrance passage is a twenty-
foot deep pool. Beyond this a dry (floed
overflov) ‘passage. continues for a con-
siderable distance. Water sinks on the
surface at a point near the right twanch
of this passage. The owner of the field
near the Martin Creek entrances is
hostile, but does not own the entrances,
Best access is therefore to hike down
from Alpine Recreation Area . and avoid
the open fields, The Martin Greek
section floods rapidly following rain,

3. Right Cave

Duckundexr: A lower level which
begins before the first loop of Middle
Cave goes to the rest of the systenm,
This is known to flash flood to a
siphon in a couple hours, A bypass
that would help in such an emergency
exists (marked on map), but this is
a flood overflow route itself, The
stoopwalks in this area are floored
with large gravel and pebbles and
carry much water at times, Water flows
on various levels, depending on quantity.

Normal flow in summer is zero. Normal
in winter is 1 cfs,
Lost and Found Corner: Here the

"tube is 70”wide and rather low, making
1t very difficult to find the route when
coming out the Minton entrance.
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‘Round Room Falls: This is dry
in summer, a modest falls in winter,
and a niagara during flash flood.
This drain seems to be the key to
backflooding of this section. When
the flow rate exceeds the capacity of
this drain, overflow and backup occur,
apparently. The Round Room is just a
circular room near the falls.

Spitting Rock: Beyond the Round
Room a passage to the left goes to
the Spitting Rock section whilc a
passage that seems to be a come-around
to the right goes to the Big Passage
and the rest of the system. Spitting
Rock got its name from an act of vandale-
ism. It once had a target smoked on a
rock. The words "Spitting Rock" were
also there, inviting the caver to ex-
pectorate at the bullseye in which the
initials "LBJ” were written. A low
crawl beyond this room opens up and
it is possible to climb into a very
much higher level with gypsum. A remote
section features waterfalls and fifty-
foot canyons. Considerable mapping and
exploring took place here since the
publication of the system map in 1971.

Dremd Pool: The ocave crosses
surface Minton Hollow with breakdown
on the left at the corner. After
40O feet. of  stoopwalks, there is a
section of canyon with a pool in the
bottom. This is Dread Pool. Normally
it 1s possible to pass this on the right
without getting wet feet, but during
higher flow it may be knee deep. During
flood conditions it will rise rapidly to
six feet deep on the shallow side.
Debris high above suggest even higher
levels can occur! A parallel passage
has a similar deep pool, called "Little
Dread Pool,” near which a narrow canyon
leads upstream to Cosmic Dome, sixty
feet high, and other domes. There is
some potential here for an unexplored
upper level.

The Big Passage: Not to bs confused
with the Big Room, the Big Passage is a
three thousand foot long passage with
disepsions usually seventy feet wide and
fifty feet high, with breakdown throughout.
One large chamber with a gravel floor
has been observed to have flowing water
during:flash flooding. Delbris high above
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proves the Big Passage oan flood to
within ten or twenty feet of the ceiling.
A high dry level on the cast side features
helictites and other speleothems, One ac-

cess to this level is oalled the "corkscrew"

because it spirals upwaxrd. A hundred foot
belly crawl extends beyond the Fountalin
Room to larger passages beyond. This

section crosses over but does not presently

connect with lower levels nearer the
Garbage Pit entrance.

" The stream, having come all the
way from Martin Creek, s#inks at Round Room
Falls or earlier, and it finally reappears
halfway down the Big Passage. Finally it
£lows on a lower level to the Grand Cen=-
tral Spaghetti confluepce. An intermed-
jate level, above the siream level but
below the floor of the Big Passage fea-
tures caramel-colored stalactites that
look good enough to eat,

B. Railrocad Tunnel

Entrances: These two entrances are
80 named because of a nearby abandoned
Southern Railroad tunnel under US 27. The
cave is complex and multilevel canyon in
the vicinity of the entrances., Both en-
trances take water in very wet weather,
by separate streams. The southeastern
Rajlroad Tunnel entrance has trought in
some trash, A stream adlways flows in
the lowest level near the entrance, but
this cannot be followed past a four-inch
gravel-choked crack, Presumably this
somehow reaches the passage with a stream
beyond Martin'’s Squeegs,

The route into the rest of the
aystea is long and tedlous, involving
a thousand feet of crawling and stoop-
walk, followed by a rapidly descending
series of narrow canyons and fleorless
traverses. Martin's Squeeze is a very
unobvious side lead trunking into the
main Railroad Tunnel River passage, Up-
stream from this point the River Passage
is low and wet, with several pots and
pans wedged between floor and ceiling.
Hence the name, Pots and Pans., Ap-
parently an undiscovered east-west pas-
sage must extend toward the entrance
stream, unless the streams aren’'t the
same, which is unlikely since both have
surface trash,
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Railroad Tunnel River Passage:

Now the stream flows through a spacious
trunk, falling tens of fest to an im~
pressive section of canyon near Setan's
Pit., Here, domes intersect many levels

in a complex pattern, The most stralght-
forward route to follow is the stream
level, although this may be impassable
during high water, Other routes involve a
tight crack or a dangerous climb,

A very high dome room soars to
100 feet. There are twin 50-foot water-
falls in series and a flowstone slope
said to be coated with cement from a
train wreck, or, more likely, grouting.

A region of domes, pits, and short pas-
sages extends southeast in this section.
The stream contines through a
10 to 25 foot high trunk until Erisman’s
Ledge, where it sinks. An overflow route

leads to the confluence of Martin Creek
and Lost Creek. This route gets blocked
with gravel when lake Cumberland is high
for a while, and it must be dug out again.
Erisman's Ledge is a dangerous traverse
along the side of the canyon that one may
climb. to reach Grand Central Station
when the lake is high. During lower

lake level, one may continue on an inter-
mediate level. A narrcw ledge on this
intermediate level no longer is an ob-
stacle due to a recent hammer connection
to the Erisman's Ledge crawlway.

An extension of Railroad Tunnel
sction to the northwest vlia a narrow can-
yon was discovered in 1973 by Lou Simpson
and Mark Stock., There are still some
low crawls at the end of this whicn are
unexplored.

C. Grand Central Spaghettl

1, Screaming Willie Entrance

A magze of monstrous proportions,
the Grand Central Spaghetti must be pene-
trated - in oxder to connect from Minton
to the rest of the system. A relatively
straightforward connection is possible
when the lake elevation is below 690,
by following the stream to the confluence.

. At other times, however, it has been

necessary, to go through a canyon/crawl
called "The Crevice." A difficult chimney
branching from near the end of the Big
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Passage, The Crevice gradually lowers in
height until it leads under an obscure
rock into the Lunch Room. Intersecting
the crevice crawlway is a lower level
called Cross Canyon. It goes to a
seldom visited area with a stream, Lost
Creek, and two rooms with very unstable
breakdown, the Suicide Rooms. The right
turn in Cross Canyon goes several hundred
feet and ends in fill, A voice con-
nection was made from this passage and
a lower level.

At the Lunch Room one may see light
coming in from the Screaming Willie
Entrance, a vertical entrance discovered
in the summer of 1971 when Tom Cottrell
climbed the dome and saw a glimmer of
light., COG cavers subsequently dug
the entrance out. A perennial water-
fall flows out of a narrow passage (pushed
very haxd by Jim Sharps) and works its
way down to lake level., By following
some of these waterfall drops it is
possible, if one is persistent, to find
the way to Grand Central Station, where
COG has placed a register.

By following the Lunch Room level
to the 2ast, one comes to the White
Grotto, a formation area with a large
formerly white flowstone display and
Sore crokscrew stalactites. A precipi-
tous dirt and breakdown slope leads
from the White Grotto to the Grand
Central confluence, where the more
straightforward route from the Big Pas-
sage comes in. A sloppy canyon at
this point, called The Sauce, leads to
Grand Central Station, joining the
route discussed in the previous para-
graph en route, A new comnection dir-
ectly from White Grotto Hill to the
Caramel Passage was recently discovered
(not virgin) by COG.

Three streams join at the con-
fluence: Martin Creek, which is the
stream from the Big Passage, Railrocad
Tunnel {overflow), and Lost Creek
from the Cross Canyon section. Soon
after some impressive white water
rapids, all the water disappears into
& low bsdding plane and has never
been found free~flowing beyond this

7 point.
From Grand Central Station it
_1s possible to go to Railroad Tumnel,
Scowling Tom'’s Entrance, or Garbage 23
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Pit Entrance by several routes.
The most obvious passage leading
from Grand Central Station is a
stoopwalk, then a fifty-foot belly
crawl to Scowling Tom Junction, at
which one decides whether to head
for that entrance or for Garbage Pit.
Between Scowling Tom's Junetion
and Garbage Pit are several features
worthy of note: the crayfish pool
(blind crayfisb), Insanity Dome (an
upper level reached by a confusing
route to the mouth of the crayfish
pool), the Music Room (musical stal-
actites), and Sinking Creek (enters
a passage by an impressive eight foot
falls out of a small opening, flows
west several hundred feet and sinks
into breakdown). Imsanity Dome is
80 named because it has so many over-
looks and come=-arounds that one can
have a crazy time peeking out them
one after the other. A breakdown
room near the sinking point of Sinking
Creek is the likely place to look for
a connection to the section of cave
beyond the Fountain Room in Minton.
The nowtheast passage from X-Corner . - ..
is not compdetely explored.

Grand Central Station is so
naped for its abundance of leads, rather
than its size, Most of the routes are
not obvious, however. Other routes
northeast from Grand Central Station
involve more sublake levels, sometimes
flooded for months, including a section
called "The Mage" with its Octopus Room
(at least 8 leads) and Dave's Lost
Passage, a section of large passage

‘leading to Paul's Passage (named for

Paul Hohweiler), Paul's Passage comes
out in a trunk near the Garbage Pit.
One can also follow The Catacombs,
ruddy and wet and loaded with crayfish.
A A level two levels below Grand
Central Station has a passage which
goes below elevation 680 and cannot
be further explored until such tine as
Lake Cumberland is lowered even further.

2, Scowling Tom's Entrance
Located near the COG fieldhouse,
this entrance recently suffered partial
collapee due to the action of roots
and weathering. Three passages lead
from the entrance room. One is a low-



|

|
;

= -~mz§~w 3-feet, -

C0G "SQUEAKS

ceilinged high level tha.t ends over Scowl-
ing Tom's Junction. A wet, unsurveyed

- erawl connects back to a lower level, the
usual route to the Junctiom. The thixd

" passage from the entrance room connects

with the Appalachian Trail at the Oasis,
One very low, wide, dry crawlway, Mme.
F.'s Nude Crawl, is difficult to find
the route through. Scowling Tom's Ent-

- yance is named for Tom Klakamp, an
associate of Al Geiser,

3. Garbage Pit Entrance

Long a popular entrance, this one
4s now posted with a "Keep Out” sigm.
Ownership is nebulous, the property
having belonged to an owner (Deegan?)
who is now deceased., As is often the
case, the heirs own the land jJointly
and control is dispersed. Nevertheless,
some local persons have harrassed

" cavers in the area and the cave should

be considered closed., Debris is per-
jodically dumped into it, includimg the
classic stove, refrigerator, and washer,
which are now all inside the entrance
room=-<temarkable sinco thc ‘entrance- is

e e it faee

e

Fifty feet dm a Mm h111
there are three important routes, To
the left, behind a large boulder, is
the route to the Music Room, X=Corner,
the Crayfish Pool, Scowling Tom's June-
tion, and Grand Central Statlion. Stralght
ahead from the Garbage Pit Hill the .
Appalachian Trail remains a large break-
down trunk for two thousand feet.

To the right is a lower level which
parallels the Appalachian Trail., This
. level is preferred as a route to the
- Big Room be.ause the Appalachian Trall
has to cross the First Lake Roon,

The Catacomrbs connects to the
passage just discussed, at a point
near the bottom of Garbage Pit Hill,
Where the two parallel levels Jjoin is -
called Echo Junction because of the
long echo. Here the cross sectiomn 1s
.80 feet wide and a hundred feet high.

To the east is the Hogback, a ridge

of breakdown. At the east end of the
Hogbtack an upper level, easily reached
by a crawlway instead of climbing the
exposed cliff, leads to the Big Roonm

by three routes, Another route from %
o 248 .
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the Hoghback to the Blg Room ie the

Second Lake Room, & huge lower ievel

that is usually below lazke ievel. It

is only dry when Lake Cumberland is ’
below 685, , ‘

D. Eastern section
1. Big Room :
The largest single chamber in
the cave, but not the only impressive
one, its dimensions are 600 feet liong,
100 feet high, and 100 feet wide,
Floored with treakdown and spent car-
bide, a caver in its center cannot see
much around him except the rock he sits
on, Three significant passages take .
off from this room besides the four
which enter it from the Garbege Pit.
Two are overlooks accessable from the
Big Room Extensien. The third, also
known as the Third Lake Roor (Cry along
east edge when lake is below 595) leads
to the Fountain of Youth, the Rig Room
Extension, and Great Rock Sink. ‘
The Fountain of Youth is & two~
story flowstone formation with a water-
The water flows down the rimstone
- HOUATE GROR S RO Bhiy- - FI soagn e oo
Big Room Extension is: a>bowleshaped
breakdown room 150 feet in dizsmoter.
The U.S. Arey Coxrps of Englnsers Pase
sage is a rimsione passage that is
very tedious to negotiate, btut it features
some fine speleothems in its remote part.
Several pools may be over sik feet
deep. Access to this passage requires
a handline; although it is poasible to

elimb without one, it is dangsrous.

2, Post Office ,

A separate cave until a Cincinnati
party surveyed it and moved breakdown
to connect it near the Fountain of Youth,
this part of Sloan's Valley is very
well-decorated in a few spots. The owner
of the Post Office entrance has built
a cement block building over the entrance
to protect it from being fiiled
when he extended his parking lot. The
Hughes entrance has been clos=zd by its
owner, who didn't want 1o be bothered
and was aware that he was not denying
access to the cave by this anywvay., The.
Well Room, under the gas station and
post office, has a well pipe penetrating
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Eastern Section *
1. Big Room: survey come arounds
near upper level of Fountain of Youth,
2, Post Office: some potential in
breakdown around Well Room, poskibly.

3. Great Rock Sink: very deep sub-
lake levels toward lake and at Buffalo
Falls (Jillson reported a large trunk
below Buffalo Falls, down another water-
fall called Cascade Falls,)l; a some-
times sump lead to the north just in-
side the west Great Rock Sink Entrance;
a narrow, low crack that goes beyond
the northeast end of the cave along
flowstone.

Appendix I: Entrances

1. Martin Creek (3) (floods)

2, Dry Weather

3. Minton (2)

4, Left Cave

5. Screaming Willie (

6. Railroad Tunnel (2

7. Scowling Tom's (entrance unstable)

8. Garbage Pit (entrance disputed)

9, Hughes (closed) .

10, Post Office (20' chimney)

11. Great Rock Sink (2)

12, River (submerged by lake)

Total = 17 entrances, 118,404 feet

(22.425 miles)

Assoclated entrances:

1, Smiling John's Children's Cave 433

2, Crawling Paul's Cave 187

3. Passalid Hole 2s-a11§

4, Richard's Pit (small

5. Still Cave (small, 2 domes)

+ppendix II: Organization of Data

Survey stations were numbered with
unique four-digit numbers, The first
two digits served the purpose of class-
ifying the segment of the cave in a "ser-
ies,” which might be a single day’'s
work or sometimes several days' efforts,
Usually the stations in a series were’
continuous; that is, they all reference
another station in the series except the
initial station. Series numbers 00
through 99 were used, followed by A0-A9,
BO-B9, etc. The most recent series used
was Q4, Since the cave was mapped in
haphazard order, there is no logic to the

' pit)
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assignment of series designations and a
catalog of these is necessary to organize
the cartographical work.

Appendix III: Survey Techniques

Silva comﬁ;lses were almost exclusively
used. They are durable, inexpensive, and
accurate to 4%. Smallest mark is 20,
Usually two compasses Were used, one on
each end of the survey. Two degree agree-
ment was demanded.

Tapes varied; some steel and fiberglass
tapes were used, but much of the work
was done with home~made TV-lead-in wire
tapes graduated in feet.

Elevations were measured with Alney levels,
Survey stations were generally located on

a level surface, usually the "floor," so

two additional data, HF (height from floor
or station to eye of cinometer reader) and .
HT (height from floor or station to lamp

of target surveyor). These were often esti-
mated rather than measured, Elevations
could . also be correlated with lake ele-
vations in the cave, with consistent results.

Appendix IV personnel

rank name no, survey stations
1, Beiter, Dave 3457
2. Simpson, Lou 3140
3. Smith, Ken 916
4, Beiter, Jo 368
5. Walden, Bill 333
6. Sigafoos, Jack 283
7. Cottrell, Tom 264
8. Sperka, Roger ' 258
9. Sharpe, Jim 206
10, Hand, Richard 174
11, Conaway, John 170
Eidson, Bill, Jr. 170
Eidson, Nancye 170
Schaidt, Dennis 170
15. Wood, Bob 139
16, Henning, Alan 123
17. Reid, Frank 115
18, West, Paul 114
19, Walden, Karen 113

20, Day, Kenrick : 100

1311150, op. ¢it.
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21,
22,
23.
24,
25.

28,
29.
30,
3.
32.

34.
37.
38.
39.

b,
42,

bk,

48,

66.
68

69.
70.

75.

Snider, Bob
Ramsey, Tom
Stock, Mark
Kelley, Dave
Bishop, Charles
Hickman, Dan
Unger, Barbie
Martin, Joe
Wieman, Carl
Karolin, Andy
Brookings, Robert
Flarida, Mark
ott, Jim
Delape, Linda
Mound Caving Club
Pontious, Robert
0'Dell, Gary
Rowley, Paul
Haass, Fred
Herel, Carolyn
Herel, Ed

Day, Judy
Helmbold, Jim
Chima, Rod
Fisher, Dan
Pound, Arlin
Walent, Wayne
Redshaw, Dean
Redshaw, Phyllis
Wright, Ken
Miller, Linda
Vogel, Dave
Voigt, Joe
Yost, Fred
Dickey, Fred
Watson, Lee
Erisman, Fhil
Inabnitt, Gary
Rowley, Mike
Rowe, Jim
Urvani, Franco
Mays, Hartley
Fritz, Bill
Siampson, larry
Zucker, Steve
McMahon, Doug
Peduzzi, John
0'Dell, Kitty
Socky, Dave
Dyas, Mike
Janiak, Andy
Murgatroyd, Keith
Neichter, Buz
Shifflett, Tom
Kupferman, Peter
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ZARATHUSTRA'S CAVE REVISITED
by Bruce Warthman
Presidents' Day offered another three
day weekend to be taken advantage of by COG
members on a trip down south to visit the
wonder of Tennessee caving, Zarathustra's
Cave. '

I travelled there with Jake Elberfeld
and met Lou Simpson and Barb Unger, along
with 12 other cavers from COG, Dayton, and
Cleveland Grottoes at the field house. On
Saturday morning, February 14, we all drove
into Tennessee's rural remoteness and took
the grueling backpack hike to the cave. The
weather was unseasonably warm, really nice,
and sweating was more of a problem than free-
zing. In the cave we backpacked with some
difficulty over the deep pit and made our
camp at the usual place. Then we immediately
prepared for our caving activities.

First we had a sightseeing tour in which
Lou led us to the sights in the Elephant Walk,
the waterfall (Batman's Pit), and Heaven. It
was a sight to behold; and it was a sight never
to be forgotten! A Véry long passage with -
two straight stretches, one 600 feet long, was
a thrill to walk through. Imagine the expres-
sion of the first caver to walk through this
big passage.

While the other cavers went on their own
or back to camp, Lou, Barb, Larry Simpson and
I took the side passage from Heaven to the
blocked passage where Lou on a previous trip
has reported an audible waterfall (See January
Squeaks). Lou wanted to open a very tight
impassable passage between two breakdown blocks
with hammer and chisel. The hammering proved
to be futile since the limestone was hard and
the passage was too low to pass through. But
a considerable amount of searching in the
breakdown finally revealed a way into the
virgin area beyond. It was also impassable
until much hammering was done to widen it and
only after Lou found dnother way which was
harder still. Our reward was virgin all right,
but not big. This section turned out to be
a room with no side passages except two dead
end leads in the breakdown. Neither was the
waterfall spectacular. Half the day spent on
the task of getting in and out of this room
did not yield even enough for mapping, but

27 sometimes scooping leads to the big jackpot
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ZARATHUSTRA (cont.)
and sometimes not.

A good night's rest in the '"Speleo
Hilton" and breakfast made us ready for
next day's caving. While the people of
the other grottoes did some exploring
on their own, Lou, Jake, Mary, Barb,
Greg, and I took a long hike to the back
section of the cave to survey some side
passages there. One feature of the way
there was a tight crawl through the Fil-
ter, a very low crawl ‘through a flow-
stone blockage, Ken Smith was filtered
out on a previous trip, and Jake made it
through only after some hammering was
done on the passage. [Then came some
more crawling and walking through dry
gypsum passages. We finally came to the
Junction where two pasgages needing map-
ping started. Here we split into two
parties to do both. Lou's passage ended
at a breakdown blockage after he survey-
ed 400 feet. Mine went for 300 feet and
the survey stopped at a very low squeeze
that only Greg could go through.

Our next job was a virgin passage
leading from station U-58 for at least
50 feet. The survey of this lead revea-
led 150 feet of passage until the mapping
stopped at a very low crawlway that Barb
did not care to go in. I volunteered to
go in to investigate it. I worked my way
through this dry crawlway past the point
where Barb had stopped and came to a
small room where a strong breeze was
blowing. Continuing on, I came to a se-—
rond room that required digging into the
sandy floor to get in. The passage con-~
tinued through another tight place but
quickly became larger until it was walk-
ing passage! And I hit the jackpot!! It
wound on and on and on. and it was all
virgin! I was moving quickly and won-
dered when the passage would end or enter
into something big. I still did not come
to the end when I turned back to report
it to the others, and T met Barb on the
way back. The two of us explored this
passage to where it ended as a mudfill
where two tight leads were. On the way
back we met Lou and all three of us went
to the mud fill where I checked the two
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leads. One did not go and the other end-
ed past a mud slope that was hard to

climb back up. On the way back Lou push-
ed a tight side lead for fifty feet. Ob-
viously the newly found passage was too
much for us to survey in the limited a-
mount of time we had. We estimatedit to
be about one thousand feet long. It was
my first big scoop as a relatively new
NSS member, and how great it is to be the
first person ever to go through there

and report my findings to fellow cavers.

Monday, before departure, Lou, Barb,
and I went on a short mapping session in
the Maze section not far from camp. We
mapped a few short leads including one
that required a climb up ten feet of ver-
tical wall. It ended as a mud fill, but
the presence of thick tree roots indicates
that this passage may hold promise of
another entrance if some digging is done.
Lou also scooped a lead at the top of a
chimmey climb up a crevice and found 400
feet of virgin passage that may still go
for some distance if a mud blockage in
it is dug out.

In the meantime, the other cavers
engaged in some photography, and one par-—
ty had explored a section with many rooms
that had two feet of bat guano. Jake set
up a makeshift bridge by placing a 2x6
board over this dangerous obstacle.

In conclusion, the exploration and
mapping of Zarathustra's Cave is still
far from complete, and it is hoped that
further exploration will yield several
more miles of virgin cave. Our expedi-
tion found about a mile of virgin cave
and mapped 1000 feet. Further explora-
tion may reveal a few more surprises.

 k k k k k k k k k k k k k %

GROTTO PATCHES ? ?

We would like to know how many people
would be interested in purchasing Grotto
patches if these were re-ordered. The
cost would be approximately 75¢ each.

Please give Ken Smith some indication
of the number of patches you might want
if they are made available.
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Edward Altenritter-
c/o Red Cross

202 E. Boulevard Dr.
Flint, MI 48501

Paul Arbogast
Covington Latin School
21 E. 1lth St.
Covington, KY 41011

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Baldwin
1720 014 Oxford Rd.
Hamilton, OH 45013

Woody Bousquet

544 Riverside Dr., 1C
Columbus, OH 43202
614-262-3297

John Bridge

206 W. 18th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43210
614-885-3971

Roger Brucker

445 W. South College St.
Yellow Springs, OH 45387
James Cauley -
Box 944

Cumberland, College
Williams, KY 40769

Charles Clark

806 Maplehurst Pk.
Apt. 6

Knoxville, TN 37902

Judith Cooper
2714 Fuclid Avenue
W. Portsmouth, OH 45662

Bob Corbin

2358 Woodbrook Ctrc., S.
Apt. C

Columbus, OH 43223
614-276-3236

Chris Cornell

815 N. High St., Apt. 16
Columbus, OH 43215

614 294 0481
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Tom Cottrell
178 Roselawn Dr.
Xenia, OH 45385

Charles R. Daehnke
664 Wetmore Rd.
Columbus, OH 43214
614-263-7011

Diana Daunt
ROR. 3
Cave City, KY 42127

Joseph K. Davidson
704 E. Erie Dr.
Tempe, AZ 85716

Fred J. Dickey

3420 Granville Rd.
Westerville, OH 43081
614-882-3221

Clark Downey
4. Anchor Lane
Westport, CN 06880

Robert 0. Eggers

192 Mimosa Dr. o
Centerville, OH 45459
513-433-1488

Mr. & Mrs. Burnell Ehman
P.0O. Box 7 :
Yellow Springs, OH 45387
513-434-0679

Michael & Carol Ehman
335 Balsam Ct.
Schaumburg, IL 60172

Ronald Eisele
160 So. Dawson Ave.
Columbus, OH 43209
614~239-7950

Dr. Jacob Elberfeld
P.O. Box 127
Marysville, OH 43040
513-644-5848

Susan Ellis

3433 Paris Blvd.
Westerville, OH 43081
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Mr. & Mrs. John Fisk
141 College Avenue
Ashland, OH 44805
419-289-0778

Robert W. Forker, Jr.

Northwestern Mutual Life Ins.

402 1st National Bank Bldg.

Zanesville, OH 43701

Jack Freeman
15 Fairview Heights
Rochegter, NY 14613

Gary & Donna Fritz
2582 Eastcleft Dr.
Columbus, OH 43221
614~459-1142

Charles Gibbs
1918 SW 48 Ave.
Gainesville, FL 32601

Fred & Mary Haass

80 Moran Rd.

Grosse Pt., MI 48236
313-465-2797

SO VT S

Richard Hand
2337 Atwood Terrace
Columbus, OH 43211
614-268-1783

Jim Helmbold
204 Freyn Dr.
Centerville, OH 45459

Alan & Cheryl Henning
3994 Beechcreek
Columbus, OH 43212
614-235-7928

Carolyn Herel

539 Garden Parkway
Circleville, OH 43113
614-474-7130

Edward Herel
525 Gumm P1.
Circleville, OH 43113
614-474-6752
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Dan & Connie Hickman
124 E. Northridge Rd.
Columbus, OH 43214
614-262-2073

Charles Hildebolt
1450 Hanes Rd.
Xenia, OH 45385

Eric Hovemeyer
2669 North Bend Rd.
Cincinnati, OH 45239

Dave Huber
P.0. Box 91
Yellow Springs, OH 45239

Bill Hunsaker
211 1/2 E. Reed
Bowling Green, OH 43402

Mike Johnson
307 Ohio Ave.
-« Trenton, OH 45067
513-998-6676

Greg & Mary Kalmbach
2708 Coy Street
Cincinnati, OH 45219
513-621-4596

Andy Karolin

6805 Bowerman St. E.
Worthington, OH 43085
614-888-4594

Jeff Klein
40 Chittenden Ave.
Columbus, OH 43201

Peter Kupferman
Burbank, CA 91505

Walter Luce
01d Farm Road
Sturbridge, Mass. 01506

Jon Luzio

60 S. 22nd St.
Newark, OH 43055
614-344-7313

Joe Martin

5258 Bigelow Dr.
Hilliard, OH 43026
614-876-2726

David Magsey
100 French Ave.
Burnside, KY 42519

Glen Mayfield
1937 Forest Elm Ct.
Columbus, OH 43229
614~846-4567

Hartley Mays
127 N.»ggllaire
Louisville, KY 40206

Roger McClure
16178 §. 7th St.
Blytheville AFB, AK 72315

David McMonigle

200 Curryer Rd.
Middletown, OH 45042
513~423-2000

Dan & Frances Murphy
2837 Tamarack Lake Dr.
Pickney, ML 48168

Robert Nadich
22045 Royalton Rd.
Strongsville, OH 44136

Mike Oatney

P.0. Box 395 .
Lancaster, OH 43130

Allen 0'Dell
P.0. Box 8101
Columbus, OH 43201

Tom Patterson
2006 S. Stilwell
Pittsburg, KS 66762

James Pritchard
475 Piedmont Rd.
Columbus, OH 43214
614-267-0935

Tom Ramsey
7307 Brookside
Brooklyn, OH 44144

Dean & Phyllis Redshaw
Route 1
Amanda, OH 43102

614-969-4009 30
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. Bruce Reynolds

1203 oxford Pl.
Schenectady, NY 12308

Lee & Aleta Robertson

8450 lofton Dr.

Pensacola, Florida 32504 -
L3

Paul Rowley —

990 Francis

Bexley, OH 43209

614-237-5202

Joe Saunders

1037 Cross Keys Rd.
Apt. 4B
Lexington, KY 40504

Jack Sigafoos
Route 5, Co. Rd. 333
Marietta, OH 45750

Mr. & Mrs. Doyle Simpson
327 Newman St.
Mansfield, OH 44902

Louls Simpson

432 1/2 N. Court St.
Circleville, OH 43113
614~474~6728

Russ & Joanne Simpson
1828 Sue Ave.
Warsaw, IN 46580

Richard G. Slone
P.0. Box 249
Piqua, OH 45356

~Elisa M. Smith

1556 Cambridge
Columbus, OH 43212
614-488-7473

Ken Smith

523 S. Weyant Ave.
Columbus, OH 43213
614-239-9536

Philip M. Smith
464 M St., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20024

Dave Socky '
536 Nicholas Sq.
Circleville, OH 43114
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Debora A. Speicher
587 Harley Dr., Apt. 2

" Columbus, OH 43202

614-262-0777

~ Roger Sperka

102 Iroquois Ct.
Apt. 3

Lexington, KY 40503
606-218-4655

Jack Stage
RD 3, Box 160
Orient, OH 43146

W.A. Svekric

5200 Arrowwood Ct.
Columbus, OH 43229
614-436-3467

Bill Thoman
808 Harris #11
Cincinnati, OH 45205

Jeff Thompson

115 Woodcliff Dr.
Columbus, OH 43213
614-868-9837
Barb Unger

1677C Beaver Ridge Dr.
Kettering, OH 45429
513-299-3753

Paul S. Unger
2629 Clifty Falls Rd.

W. Carrollton, OH 45449

513-434~0133

Bill & Karen Walden
484 S. Weyant Ave.

Columbus, OH 43213

614-239-1836

Robert Warner

2425 ‘W, Alex-Bell Rd.
Dayton, OH 45459
513-433-1217

Mike Warshauer

- 2621 E. Monroe

Springfield, MO 65802
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‘Bruce Wafthman
30 North. Culver St., Apt. J'

Logan, Ohio 43138
Lee Watson

1403 Kings Rd.
Shelby, NC 28150

Bob Wood

3177 Stephan Dr. S.
Columbus, OH 43204
614-274-6260
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+ SPRING C.0.G. FROLIC
Due to the series of blasts at
the Fall Frolic and the subsequent
requests for a 21-gun repeat, a Spring
Frolic will be held the weekend of
May 15 in and around the Gem City.

MARCH 1976

The regular meeting is to be held
at SpelUnger's 2629 Clifty Falls Road,
West Carrollton, Ohio (513-434-0133)
on Friday, May 14, at 8:00 p.m., with
all the usual trappings. Some culin-
ary delights that will be a challenge
even to Phyllis Redshaw, will be sup-
plied by the "Mountain Mama," (CB
handle for Mom Unger). Nick Noe, NSS
Conservation Chairman, will be speaker.:

Saturday morning those who are
able will "take :off" for the Alr
Force Museum in Fairborne. This
museum presents the history of avia-
tion through exhibits, demonstrations,
audio-visual displays, animation, etc.
Many planes, both o0ld and modern, have
been restored to working condition,
and the personal effects of those who
flew them collected for display.
There are two items of special appeal
to cavers: 1) equipment used by Amer- "~

o~
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ican WWII POW aviators to dig tunnels
out of prison camps, and 2) free admis-
sion. :

, The activities that follow will -
be limited only by the imagination of .

the participants, but will be along :

these lines:  a canoe trip down raging-
(1f 1t rains) Twin Creek. FEven in

low water the Funnel and ensuing 1 mile
of white water is exciting. Permission
has been secured for camping along

Twin Creek, near an "Ohio Cave". No
need to bring caving equipment, as it's
a dry cave with lights provided.

Access by vehicle to the camp site is
possible and. this can also serve as

an escape route for fair-weather campers.
If inclement weather is imminent, a
pizza party will be organized for Sat-
urday night. Sunday, for the vertical
freaks, Dad Unger has a very tall elm
tree that needs pruning. Others may be
taking a bike trip.

Come one- come all. Bring your
sleeping bags, canoes, kayaks, rubber
ducks and tricycles for a weekend in

;- the sun (we hope) and fresh airi . .
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