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THE CENTRAL OHIO GROTTO (COG)

The Central Ohio Grotto (COG) of the National Spéigical
Society meets at 7:00 p.m. the fourth Tuesday atmmnths
at the Presbyterian Church on the Square in Wagtbim
Ohio. Please contact a grotto officer to confirmetieg time
and place or better subscribe to the COG list seve
cog@ontosystems.cohy sending an email to
cog@ontosystems.cowith the subject “subscribe”. The
meeting site will be announced there and on thétGWEB
site.

Grotto Mailing Address: C/O Joe Gibson, 6883 Cedarbrook
Pl., New Albany, OH 43054-9738 614-855-7948
Email: joegibson6591@sbcglobal.net

Grotto Membership Dues:
$15 per individual or $20 per family.

Grotto Officers Name Telephone

Chairman Joe Gibson 614-855-7948

Vice Chair Pat Gibson 740-467-0717

Treasurer Lacie Braley Need

Secretary Bruce Warthman 614-459-8345

Exec. Committee Dale Andreatta 614-890-3269

Exec. Committee Bill Walden 606-340-9569

Squeaks Editor Bill Walden wdwalden@windstream.net
Webmaster 1 Kevin Toepke ktoepke@tuningoracle.com
Webmaster 2 Pat Gibson patrickrgibson@yahoo.com
List Server cog@ontosystems.com

The C.0.G. Squeaks

The C.0.G. Squeaks is the official newsletter ef @entral
Ohio Grotto. Articles regarding cave exploratiord atudy,
cave trips, cave fiction, cave poetry, cave-rela@doons,
cave art or photographs are always welcome. Pleatsethat
we have a 35mm film scanner and a flat bed scahean
handle negatives up to 4 X 5 inches. So, please ywaur
photos, negatives, or slides for inclusion in tioggé&aks.
Material may be submitted via mail, e-mail, diskgfor even
dictation to Bill Walden.

The C.O.G. Squeaks is mailed to dues paying menavet$o
grottos with which the COG exchanges newsletteng. T
C.O.G. Squeaks is also available by E-mail as asbAd
Acrobat file (PDF) or Word Document. Please nofl

Walden or Andy Franklin. If you would like a fild the Squeaks
to reprint. The Squeaks is available as a PDF at:

Website 1
http://www.tuningoracle.com/cog

Or

Website 2
http://www.centralohiogrotto.com

NSS organizations have permission to reprint maitéom the
C.0.G. Squeaks so long as the author and Squealgiven
credit, unless otherwise stated.
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Karst Calendar

September 27Jim Blankenship is hosting the annual Halloween-
O-Roast at his home near Circleville, Ohio. Plaaer to the
article on page 9.

October 9 — 12The 3" Annual TAG Fall Cave-in at the Tag on
the Mountain site on top of Lookout Mountain, Geard@ he
Dogwood City Grotto is the host for this premieviog event. For
pre-registration contact Nancy Rodgers at 423-87338
nrodgers4@comecast.néheck the website:
http://dogwoodcitygrotto.com/hosting/dcdrRegistration forms are
under “Events.” [Hint under events click on “moite’get a
complete listing of events.]

July 19 — 26, 2009The 2009 NSS Convention and thd'15
International Congress of Speleology in Kerrvillexas. Visit the
website: www.ics2009.us

July 26 — 30, 201INSS Convention in Essex Junction, Vermont.
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Ice Cave

Ice Cave Entrance left from the top, right from inside.

Background

| was first introduced to Ice Cave in July of 19#2ny memory is
correct). | visited the cave with COG members Ringer, Dan
Murphy and others. | believe that it was local desit Junior
Guffey who led us to the cave. | drove my 1970 Landiser
wagon to the entrance. Junior told us that the pategned ice
through the year following particularly cold winseand that the
cave has a bottomless pit inside. He said that winentosses
rocks down the pit, one never hears them hit battom

We rigged a cable ladder near where the barbedfenie can be
seen crossing the far edge of the pit in the abbego, landing by
the slanting rock seen in the lower center of thetp. Indeed the
cave was loaded with ice formations. We soon &xt#te pit
Junior had told us about. There was an ice coateging rock at
the edge of the pit. We could not look down forr febsliding off
the slippery rock. We tossed a rock over. No reje tossed yet
a bigger rock over the edge, again no report. Mocks followed
none of which produced any sound other than theogliag of
air. | climbed out of the cave to get a rope andic& gear. We
rigged the pit and | cleared the ledge. | couldtbedbottom. It was
about 60 feet deep. As | rappelled down into thelmould see a
number of small holes in the soil below. Once dédwank thigh
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deep into a fluffy mixture of sand and ice. The mixs so light
and fluffy that | could wade through it!

| didn’t return to Ice Cave until February of tlysar with Jim
Kennedy (BCI) and Chris Clark (ACCA). Jim and Irs¢a to
survey a canyon complex in the cave while Chrigediopside.
We only spent a couple hours in the cave. Ovestimemer of
2008 | continued the survey of the cave with hélEOG
members and other cavers.

Description

Ice Cave is on the top of a ridge above Jennindgl®woWayne
County, Kentucky. The cave begins in the Penningtomdstone,
then goes through the Bangor limestone, througtHtréselle
Formation of shale, and finally into the Kidder niwm of the
Monteagle Formation of limestone.

Ice Cave has five levels. They are:

The entrance level or Level 1.This is a large open area
consisting of one large room with a breakdown-cegdtoor.

Level 2is 26 to 36 feet below Level 1. As one tours thigl it
becomes apparent that the floor of Level 1 is akuewn bridge
forming the ceiling of Level 2. Level 2 does havsgtidct passages
including one that has some airflow. Unfortunatélg passage
becomes too tight for me to follow.
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From Level 2 one can rappel downltevel 4. There is a steep
exposed climb up thevel 3. Again on Level 3 it is obvious that
the ceiling is the breakdown floor of Level 2 abowhen Buddy
Gibson and | were resurveying Level 2, Harry Gogpel Marvin
Miller were surveying Level 3. We could see eattieds lights
through small openings in the breakdown

From Level 4 one can rappel downLtevel 5. Level 5 is
apparently the bottom of the cave. There are craygvieading off
from this level. None have airflow.

Level 5 proved to be a bit of an enigma. Harry G&bemd Marvin
Miller surveyed levels 3 and 4 and surveyed tottipeof the pit,
which drops to Level 5. When Kevin Toepke and | istendrop
the pit to Level 5 we could not squeeze througigtat space above
the pit. We returned a week later with a hammét anid enlarged
the opening. We got through OK only to find tha eidn’t bring
a long enough rope and enough rigging. Both Kewid la
purchased 100 feet of PMI rope at Karst-O-Ramaotthdt drop.
So now we had double the equipment required. TRetrip in
was with John Cassidy. John and | successfullymkdpo Level 5
and continued the survey. John and | dug into naaviwvays. He
pushed one that appeared hopeless and | started sgcond.
After rounding a sharp corner, this lead openeddiking passage
with a 20-foot high ceiling. The walking passagerdi last long
and it became tight for me.

The next and last trip | talked Lee Florea and KéMbepke into
continuing the lead on Level 5. They did but thelyadded 6
stations before it became too tight for Lee.

Level 5 has very soft soil on the floor and lotdaf bones. The
walls are stained red but the staining, per Jimr€ely, is mineral
and not from bats. Although we looked very cargfulle could
not spot anything living on Level 5 except for a/fieats flying
around. Even the few dead bats on the floor showedsible
evidence of mold. The temperature is 41 degrees F.

Wrap up

The survey is complete with 1602 feet of surveyasspge and
160 feet of vertical relief. In all 3 rope climbseaequired and two
exposed free climbs are required. It is a complaeresting, and
scary little cave. Levels 3, 4, and 5 were all virgghen we
surveyed those levels. Now all | have to do is dila@vmap!

Jim Kennedy is sending 4 data loggers to me talhist Ice Cave
for one year. These will record the temperaturepatric
pressure, and humidity inside the cave. So, thdrdevat least
two more trips into Ice Cave. Interested?

We never did locate the “bottomless” pit | dropped 972.
Perhaps it has been covered by breakdown.

Cavers

Bill Walden Bruce Warthman Kevin Toepke
Marvin Miller  Buddy Gibson Lee Florea
Jim Kennedy  John Cassidy Harry Goepel
Will Bickel Grant Harley
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Jim Kennedy climbing over the ledge on the seconchd
longest drop in Ice Cave

Archimedes fossil. Lots of these are found on Level

Kevin Toepke Climbing out of Ice Cave



